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By Merle Olmsted

Thunderbolt Pilot: War Across the Pacific is the thrilling true story of
Merle Olmsted, a P-47 Thunderbolt pilot who flew over 100 dangerous
missions in the Pacific Theater during WWII.
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Olmsted's story is one of courage, sacrifice, and determination. He was
shot down twice, once over New Guinea and once over the Philippines. He
was also wounded several times. But he always managed to return to duty,
determined to fight for his country and his fellow soldiers.

In Thunderbolt Pilot, Olmsted recounts his experiences in vivid detail. He
describes the intense air battles he fought in, the close calls he had, and
the friends he lost. He also writes about the camaraderie he shared with his
fellow pilots, and the love and support he received from his family back
home.

Thunderbolt Pilot is a gripping and inspiring story that will appeal to
readers of all ages. It is a story of courage, sacrifice, and determination,
and a reminder of the sacrifices made by those who fought in WWII.

Reviews

"Thunderbolt Pilot is a thrilling and inspiring story of courage, sacrifice,
and determination. Olmsted's writing is vivid and engaging, and he brings
the reader right into the cockpit of his P-47 Thunderbolt." - Aviation
History Magazine

"Thunderbolt Pilot is a must-read for anyone interested in WWII aviation
history. Olmsted's story is one of courage, determination, and sacrifice, and
it is a reminder of the sacrifices made by those who fought in the war." -
The New York Times Book Review

About the Author

Merle Olmsted was born in 1920 in Iowa. He joined the Army Air Corps in
1942 and was assigned to the 348th Fighter Group in the Pacific Theater.



He flew over 100 missions in his P-47 Thunderbolt, and was shot down
twice. He was also wounded several times. After the war, Olmsted returned
to Iowa and worked as a farmer and a businessman. He passed away in
2019.
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