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Dungeons & Dragons (D&D) is a tabletop role-playing game that has been
a cultural phenomenon for over 40 years. Since its humble beginnings in
the early 1970s, D&D has sold over 40 million copies worldwide and has
been translated into more than 20 languages. The game has spawned a
vast array of spin-off products, including novels, comics, video games, and
even a major motion picture.

D&D has had a profound impact on popular culture, and its influence can
be seen in everything from video games to movies to television shows. The
game has also had a significant impact on literature, and has been credited
with inspiring a new generation of fantasy writers.
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The Early Years

The roots of D&D can be traced back to the early days of fantasy fiction. In
the 1950s and 1960s, authors such as J.R.R. Tolkien and Ursula K. Le
Guin published groundbreaking works of fantasy that would go on to inspire
a generation of gamers.

In 1971, two wargamers named Gary Gygax and Dave Arneson published
the first edition of D&D. The game was an instant success, and it quickly
became the most popular tabletop role-playing game in the world.

The Literary Renaissance

In the 1980s and 1990s, D&D underwent a literary renaissance. A new
generation of authors, such as R.A. Salvatore, Margaret Weis, and Tracy
Hickman, began to write novels based on the game world. These novels
were hugely popular, and they helped to introduce D&D to a new audience.

The literary renaissance also saw the publication of a number of non-fiction
books about D&D. These books explored the game's history, its rules, and
its cultural impact. These books helped to solidify D&D's place as a major
force in the publishing world.

The Modern Era

In the 21st century, D&D continues to be a popular and influential game.
The game's fifth edition, which was published in 2014, is the most popular
edition of the game to date.

The modern era has also seen the publication of a number of new novels
and non-fiction books about D&D. These books continue to explore the



game's history, its rules, and its cultural impact. They also serve to
introduce D&D to a new generation of readers.

Dungeons & Dragons has had a profound impact on literature. The game
has inspired a new generation of fantasy writers, and it has helped to
create a new genre of literature. The literary history of D&D is a rich and
fascinating one, and it is sure to continue to grow in the years to come.
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