
Stan Andrews: The Unsung Hero Behind the
Creation of the Israeli Air Force

: A Hidden History

The story of the Israeli Air Force (IAF) is often told as a tale of daring pilots
and heroic battles, but behind the scenes lies a lesser-known figure who
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played a crucial role in its birth: Stan Andrews. A British pilot with a passion
for flying and a deep sympathy for the Jewish cause, Andrews volunteered
his services to the fledgling Jewish state in 1948 and became a key
architect of its air force.
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Early Life and Aviation Career

Stanley Victor Andrews was born in 1916 in London, England. From a
young age, he was fascinated by aviation and joined the Royal Air Force
(RAF) in 1936. During World War II, he served with distinction as a bomber
pilot, completing over 100 missions over Nazi Germany and occupied
Europe. His bravery and leadership earned him the Distinguished Flying
Cross, one of the highest awards for gallantry in the British military.

The Jewish Connection

After the war, Andrews became aware of the plight of the Jewish people
who had survived the Holocaust. He was deeply moved by their struggle for
a homeland and was determined to help them in any way he could. In
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1947, he joined the Machal (Volunteers from Abroad),a group of foreign
volunteers who fought alongside the Jewish forces in the 1948 Arab-Israeli
War.

Arrival in Palestine

In February 1948, Andrews arrived in Palestine and was immediately
assigned to the nascent Israeli Air Force. The IAF was a ragtag group of
pilots and aircraft, with little equipment and training. However, Andrews
brought with him invaluable experience and a determination to build a
professional air force.

Organizing and Training the IAF

Andrews' first task was to organize and train the IAF's pilots. He
established a rigorous training program based on RAF standards and
taught the pilots advanced flying techniques. He also played a key role in
acquiring aircraft for the IAF, including Messerschmitt Bf 109s and
Supermarine Spitfires from Czechoslovakia and the United States.

Combat Operations

In May 1948, the Arab-Israeli War broke out. The IAF, under Andrews'
command, played a crucial role in the conflict. IAF aircraft attacked
Egyptian and Jordanian forces, disrupted Arab supply lines, and provided
air cover for Israeli ground troops.



Operation Balak: Destroying the Egyptian Air Force

One of the most significant IAF operations of the war was Operation Balak.
On July 10, 1948, IAF fighters led by Andrews attacked the Egyptian air
base at El Arish, destroying a large number of Egyptian aircraft on the
ground. This operation effectively crippled the Egyptian Air Force and gave
the IAF air superiority over the battlefield.

Legacy and Recognition

Andrews left the IAF in 1949, but his legacy continued to shape the Israeli
Air Force for years to come. He had played a vital role in its establishment,
training, and operational success during the 1948 war.
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In 1954, Andrews returned to Israel and was awarded Israeli citizenship. He
continued to work with the IAF in a consulting capacity and became a close
friend of many of its pilots and leaders. He passed away in 1989, but his
contributions to the Israeli Air Force are still remembered and honored to
this day.

: The Unsung Hero

Stan Andrews was an extraordinary individual who dedicated his life to the
cause of Israel. His expertise, leadership, and unwavering commitment
helped lay the foundation for the Israeli Air Force, which has become one of
the most formidable air forces in the Middle East. While his name may not
be as well-known as some of the other heroes of the Israeli War of
Independence, his story deserves to be told and remembered.

Through his selfless service, Stan Andrews helped ensure the survival and
security of the Jewish state. He is truly an unsung hero of the Israeli Air
Force and a testament to the power of one person to make a difference in
the course of history.
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